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Natural Resources Section ™ R

AN i ¢/o Postmaster
Hﬁﬁé?}f% L 8an Francisco, Calif,
e 6 March 1951

Dr. Wargéh Wegver
Rockefsller Foundation
New York 20, New York

Dear Dr. Weavers

The other night Dr. Harold Coolidge (who was briefly in Tokyo) and
I had a long talk sbout the opportunities for aolentific ressarch in
Japan. I told him about the vast amount of material in our filles and
of detsiled informetion which could be obtained from Japanese sources.
I explained further that we have several thoroughly qualified scientists
who are scheduled to return to the United States by July because of
reduction in budget but who might be willing to remain in Japan for some
time to work with the Jepanese on joint research projects.

One example will indicate the situation. Dr. Charles Park, Dean of
the School of Mineral Sciences, Stanford Unlversity, 1s In Japan for 80
days helping us with problems related to the strateglc commodity,
manganese, He has visited several mines and conferred with meny Japanese
scientists and enginsers. To his surprise, he has found that little
fundamental research has been done by the Japanese on this vital resource.
He also found a great deal of data in the form of notes and unpublished
wmaps in the f1les of the Natural Resources Sectlon. Finally, he learned
that the one member of this Section who might be willing to supervise a
joint Japsnese-Americon research profject 1f funds were avallsble 1is
acheduled to rsturn to the United States in July.

Similarly in the domain of sgriculture, flsgherles and forestry
equally pressing problems await study. Much unpublished Information has
been accumulated and many friendly contacts have been made and maintained
with Japanese specialists in these as well as 1n geological circles.
These contects may be lost, at least temporarily, end much accurmulated data
may be dlssipated, unless immediate asction i1s taken to keep selected
experts in Jepan.

Some of us feel that the more enlightened agencles and private
foundations should be cognizant of the materisls which we have accumulated
in our files. Vie believe that several agencies should be interested In
making this material avallable to scholars, governmental agencles, and
universities. I am therefore sending you this letter snd I am informling
other organizations of the situatlion,s I shall be pleased to answer any
questliona that may come to mind,

Sincerely wyours,

i
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S - HUBERT G. SCHENCK
Lt Col CE
Army review(s) completed. Chief, Natural Resources Sectlon
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